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1. What is dapsone and how does it work?

Dapsone is a sulphonamide antibiotic which is used as an anti-inflammatory drug to treat several
inflammatory skin conditions.

2. Which skin conditions are treated with dapsone?
Dapsone can be used to treat:

-Dermatitis herpetiformis

-Pyoderma gangrenosum

-Sweet syndrome

-Vasculitis

3. When should you not use dapsone?
-You must not use dapsone if you are allergic to dapsone or have had serious reactions to the sulphonamide
group of medicine

-A lower dose of dapsone may be used if you have a heart or lung disease, G6PD deficiency or if you are
anaemic.

4. What dose of dapsone should | take?

The usual dose of dapsone ranges from 50 to 200 mg daily. Initially a low dose will be started and this may
gradually be increased if necessary,

5. What are the possible side effects of dapsone?

-Mild headaches or sickness

-Changes in haemoglobin: lips and fingertips appear blue

-Bone marrow suppression: fever, mouth ulcers, sore throat, bruising or prolonged bleeding

-In patients with G6PD deficiency, dapsone may cause low red blood cell count with shortness of breath and
tiredness

-Allergy can cause fever, a rash and swollen glands in the neck, armpits and groins

‘Months to years of continuous use can result in weakness of the muscles in the hands and feet due to effects
on the nerves (uncommon)

-Lower number and movement of sperm

6. How will | be monitored for the side effects of dapsone?

A blood test for blood counts, liver and kidney functions should be performed before starting dapsone. After
you start taking dapsone, you will need to have frequent blood test. Once your dose is stable, these tests can
be done every three months. However if you develop side effects with symptoms as mentioned above, you
must have an urgent blood test immediately.

7. What precautions should | take?

a. Men taking dapsone may develop a reduced sperm count, which may reduce fertility.

b. Dapsone should not be taken during pregnancy. Women of child-bearing age should use effective
contraception whilst taking dapsone. Dapsone is probably best avoided when breastfeeding although its
presence in breast milk has not been found to harm the baby.

c. Avoid certain medications and food while taking dapsone:

-Grapefruit juice

-Drugs to lower cholesterol: statins, fibrates

-Ciclosporin

-Macrolide antibiotics: erythromycin, clarithromycin, telithromycin

-Amiodarone

-Iltraconazole and ketoconazole

-Antivirals, e.g. atazanavir, indinavir, ritonavir

-Diltiazem, verapamil, quinidine

-Digoxin
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